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Citizens of Gates County, 

 

I have received questions about the referendum on the November ballot.  I have included 

the statement that is on the ballot as well as answers to the most frequently asked questions. 

 

The Gates County Board of Education has asked the County for additional funds to build 

a new middle school.  To finance a possible $16 million loan, the referendum below is on 

the ballot. 

 

Shall the County levy a supplemental tax on all taxable property in the 

County in an amount not to exceed 12 cents per one hundred dollars in value 

of property to finance the demolition of the old Central Middle School and 

construct a new Central Middle School for the students of the Gates County 

Schools and pay other capital outlay construction needs of the Gates County 

Schools; if approved to borrow the funds by the LGC? 

 

[     ] For Local Tax    [     ] Against Local Tax 

 

 

If the referendum is successful, the school board must request the county levy the 

supplemental tax each year up to $0.12. If the county receives the levy request from the 

school board, the county commissioners then decide whether or not to levy the 

supplemental tax and at what rate up to $.012. The county commissioners can choose any 

rate up to the amount requested by the school board. 

 

The supplemental tax proceeds must be used for capital outlay purposes, including 

paying debt service or other costs of the new middle school.  

 

The taxing authority does not expire, however, when the middle school is paid for. That 

authority continues. The school board could continue to request the supplemental levy to 

cover other capital expenses and the county commissioners could continue to decide to 

levy the tax to supplement other capital outlay appropriations. 

 



 Gates County 

Correspondence 2 of 2 

 

 
Gates County, North Carolina  

Established 1779 – Home of Merchants Millpond 

 

The Qualified School Construction Bond may be interest free.  That is not a guarantee.  It 

may be at a very low interest rate.  The County will not know if there will be interest until 

all paperwork with the bank is completed.  Paperwork will not be completed until it is 

known if the referendum passes.  This money must be paid back as well as any other 

loans financed by the County. 

 

Please feel free to continue to ask questions of me or Dr. Barry Williams, Gates County 

Public Schools Superintendent.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Natalie Menius Rountree 

County Manager 

 


