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Gates County Planning & Development Services 
PO Box 411 • Gatesville, NC 27938 

(252) 357-2411 Ext. 1702 
 
 

Minutes of THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
Meeting 

7:00 PM – September 15, 2015 
 
 

Members Present:  Foster Parrish 
    Dan Lang  
    Joe Greene 
    Larry Presnell 
    Willie Hofler  
     
 
Members Absent:   Joseph Perry 
    Kenneth Jernigan  
     
         
Also Present:   Jennifer Baptiste, County Planner 
     
 
Chairman, Joe Greene called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. in the Gates County 
Library located at 36 Soney Lane, Gates, NC.  
 
Mr. Greene led everyone in prayer and the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll was taken and a quorum established.   
 
Chairman Greene called for a review of the minutes was made by Mr. Lang and 
seconded by Mr. Pressnell.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Chairman Greene called for a review of the agenda.  A motion to approve the 
agenda was made by Mr. Parrish and seconded by Mr. Lang to approve the agenda 
as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.     
 
Next item on the agenda was an update from Ms. Baptiste regarding the Hobbsville 
Solar, LLC application.  Ms. Baptiste informed the Board and presented a written 
communication from the applicants stating that the applicants wanted to withdraw the 
application to locate a Solar Farm on Bosley Road.   
 
Mr. Larry Pressnell asked Ms. Baptiste questions about policy and procedure in 
regards to proper processing of cases.  Ms. Baptiste referred the Board members to 
David Owens’ book Introduction to Zoning and Development Regulation issued to 
each member.  Ms. Baptiste specifically referred members to Chapters 8, 10, and 11.  
Ms. Baptiste urged members to read these sections for discuss during the next 
meeting.   
 
Chairman Greene then opened the floor to New Business. No cases were scheduled 
for the meeting; hence, no public hearing was held.   
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Next item under new business was a discussion of the Solar Farm Text Amendment.  
Ms. Baptiste informed the Board of Adjustment members of the status of the Solar 
Farm Text Amendment with the Planning Board.  Ms. Baptiste informed the Board 
that the Planning Board was unable to reach a consensus in regards to the Text 
Amendment.  The Board of County Commissioners granted the Planning Board an 
additional six (6) months to consider the matter. 
 
In addition, the Board was informed that the Planning Board requested the County 
Commissioners impose a six (6) month Solar Farm Moratorium.  This moratorium 
was granted at the County Commissioners meeting conducted on September 21, 
2015.  
 
The last item on the agenda under New Business was a discussion about the 
decision making process for the Board of Adjustment.  Ms. Baptiste restated the 
need for Board members to review the information in the David Owens book and 
return to the next meeting with any questions. 
 
Ms. Baptiste also informed the Board that a meeting was being scheduled to decision 
Solar Farms.  Ms. Baptiste stated that she felt that the meeting should be conducted 
with the Board of Adjustment, the Planning Board, and the County Commissioners.  
Ms. Baptiste informed the Board that everyone will be notified of the when, where, 
and time of the meeting in advance. 
 
Chairman Greene then opened floor to comments.  Hearing none, a motion to 
adjourn was made by Mr. Lang and seconded by Mr. Parrish.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Joe Greene 

Chairman, Board of Adjustment 
 
 
 


