
 

 1 

Gates County Planning & Development Services 
PO Box 411 • Gatesville, NC 27938 

(252) 357-2411 Ext. 1702 
 
 

Minutes of THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
Meeting 

1:00 PM – October 20, 2015 
 
 

Members Present:  Foster Parrish 
    Dan Lang  
    Joe Greene 
    Larry Presnell 
    Willie Hofler  
     
 
Members Absent:   Joseph Perry 
    Kenneth Jernigan  
     
         
Also Present:   Jennifer Baptiste, County Planner 
     
 
    
Call to Order    
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Joe Greene at 1:00 p.m. in the Gates 
County Library.  Mr. Joe Green led the board in the prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Roll call was taken and a quorum established. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
After review of the agenda, Mr. Parrish made a motion to accept the agenda as 
presented; motion seconded by Mr. Lang.  The agenda was approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Upon review of the minutes for the September 15, 2015 meeting, Ms. Baptiste noted 
that she had questions about the chapters she requested the Board to review in the 
Introduction to Zoning and Development Regulations book.  The Board agreed that 
the chapters that Ms. Baptiste identified in the minutes were correct.  Mr. Lang made 
a motion to approve the minutes as presented; motion seconded by Mr. Parrish. 
Motion to approve the minutes passed unanimously. 
 
Old Business 
 
Ms. Baptiste shared with the Board the status of the Solar Farm presentation being 
arranged by Erin Eure.  Ms. Baptiste stated that Ms. Eure was still working to arrange 
speakers, a location, time, etc.  As soon as everything was arranged, notification 
would be sent to the Board of Adjustment, Planning Board, and the Board of County 
Commissioners.   
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Next, Ms. Baptiste informed the Board about the next Land Use Plan meeting.  The 
next meeting for the plan was scheduled for October 26th in the Gates County Library 
at 2:00pm.  
         
Old Business concluded and closed. 
    
New Business 
 
Mr. Greene opened the floor to New Business.  The only item under New Business 
was a discussion of the requested chapters in the Introduction to Zoning and 
Development Regulations book.  Ms. Baptiste review some of the key information 
from the reading including ex parte communication and the decision making process.  
Mr. Lang inquired if neighbors to a project are the only ones allowed to ask question 
or if the community in general are able to ask questions.  Ms. Baptiste stated that it 
depended on the situation.  The Board could not prohibit anyone from speaking, but 
how much weight the Board placed on the comments were the choice of Board 
members.  
 
Mr. Greene stated that he learned a great deal from the reading, particularly the 
responsibilities of the Board Chairman.  Mr. Lang echoed Mr. Greene’s comments in 
the fact that he has been on the board for a number of years and learned a great 
deal about the Board’s responsibilities were overall.     
 
Comments 
 
Ms. Baptiste informed the Board that the County would be closed for Thanksgiving 
Holiday November 26th through November 27th.  In addition, Ms. Baptiste stated that 
she would not be available on November 17th to meet.  Mr. Greene suggested they 
reschedule the meeting if needed.  A discussion to set a date began and the date of 
November 24th was recommended.  A motion to move the meeting date was made 
by Mr. Lang and seconded by Mr. Parrish.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Next, Ms. Baptiste informed the Board that there was an issue with two Board 
members.  Mr. Kenneth Jernigan submitted a verbal request to resign from the Board 
of Adjustment.  A Letter of Resignation was being submitted to Mr. Jernigan for his 
signature.  The second member, Mr. Joseph Perry had not attended a meeting since 
December of 2014.  Mr. Greene suggested contacting Mr. Perry to find out his 
intentions and to inform him that he did not attend the next meeting, a letter 
requesting his removal would be submitted to the Board of County Commissioners.     
 
Adjournment 
 
Mr. Lang made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Parrish. The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Meeting closed at 2:05pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 

Joe Greene, Chair Board of Adjustment  


