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                          Planning & Development Services
                                 
Minutes – Planning Board Meeting
Commissioners’ Meeting Room
                         September 17, 2013
                          3:00 p.m.
Members Present:		Joe Greene (Chair)
		Wade Askew
		Brenda Felton
		Chuck Brothers
		John Carter, II
		Phyllis Hobbs

Members Absent:		Ray Freeman
		
Call to Order
Chairman Greene led in prayer, the pledge of allegiance and called the meeting to order.

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Felton made note that the August 20, 2013 minutes need to be amended by the following:
	Remove tax from approval of minutes
	Under comments replace free with fee
	Add days after 365 in Mr. Romine’s statement 

Mr. Brothers made a motion to accept the minutes as amended. Mr. Askew seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Brothers made a motion to amend the agenda by adding Old Business to the Agenda prior to New Business to continue conversation from August Meeting.  Mr. Askew seconded motion, motion carried without opposition.  

Administrative Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Mendenhall provided an administrative report and update on the following:
-The County has started to evaluate forms to streamline the application process and will continue over the next month.
-There were no subdivision reports for August 
-There were no new development reports for August

Mr. Mendenhall answered questions about the properties that have been declared as the two parcels of land for the Solar Farm requesting Special Use Permit 14-1 & 14-2.

Mr. Carter and Mr. Mendenhall discussed a change to the Zoning Form to include water: public & private and Wastewater: onsite & sewer.

Mr. Brothers & Mr. Mendenhall discussed the creation of a subdivision form and a timeline to be added to the zoning form.  

Old Business
Mr. Brothers informed the board that that the Commissioners approved the Cell Tower Text Amendment, the Solar Farm Text Amendment and the Nuisance Ordinance.  He is concerned that the Nuisance Ordinance regulates the residents and the Solar Farm Amendment has a variation of a commercial landscape ordinance in it, he feels that there should be forward movement with a commercial landscape amendment to the zoning ordinance.  

Mr. Mendenhall feels that the intent is to amend a majority of ordinances to bring them up to speed.  It is likely that a design amendment will be added. He reiterated that bona-fide farms are exempt from zoning, nuisance and design ordinances.  

Mr. Brothers expressed that a directive needs to be in place for another attempt at the creation of a commercial landscape or design standards ordinance

Mr. Mendenhall recommended a joint meeting for the Board of Adjustment and the Planning Board.  

Planning Board members agreed that a joint meeting at 2 p.m. next month would be ideal.

Mrs. Felton asked if the solar farm information was ready to be added to the ordinance book.  Mr. Mendenhall suggested that the ordinance book needs to be updated and synchronized.

Mr. Green feels that some type of landscaping ordinance needs to be in place and that it is up to the Commissioners to approve the ordinance.  Mr. Mendenhall said that in some way we need to think about the order in which things need to be rolled out.  

Mr. Brothers asked what mechanism was the driving factor for the Nuisance Ordinance.  Mr. Mendenhall answered Sunbury School and a few other repeat properties that have continually had complaints.  

Mr. Brothers & Mr. Freeman both agree that the terminology needs to be changed from landscape to something else if it will help an ordinance to pass with the Commissioners.  

Mr. Mendenhall pulled up a google map to show where each parcel for the Solar Farms are located.  

Planning Board Members reviewed the nuisance ordinance and the assigned fees.

Citizen Comments: 
Mr. Rountree stated that his biggest concern is that commissioners hurried through the process and don’t even know how much the tax revenue will be.  Feels that we have a history of a lot of failures such as the Sunbury School and the commerce park and strict rules need to be in place.  

Chairman Greene explained that due to time constraints, new business would be tabled until the October meeting.

Adjournment:
Mr. Carter made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Askew seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.  
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