22

[image: Corrected Gates County Seal Color_05_18_2011-1]			 Gates County
                          Planning & Development Services
                                 
Minutes – Planning Board Meeting
Commissioners’ Meeting Room
                         August 19, 2014
                          3:00 p.m.
Members Present:		John Carter, II 
		Wade Askew
		Brenda Felton
		Sherwood Eason 
		Phyllis Hobbs
		Chuck Brothers
 		
Members Absent:		Ray Freeman
		
Mr. Brothers led in prayer and the pledge of allegiance.

Call to Order
Chairman Brothers called the meeting to Order.  

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Felton stated that in the July 15, 2014 minutes the approval of the minutes should read that they were approved as amended not as presented.

Mr. Askew made a motion to approve the July 15, 2014 minutes as amended.  Mr. Carter seconded the motion; motion passed without opposition. 

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Askew asked to be placed under New Business as item 6.

Ms. Felton made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Carter seconded motion; motion carried without opposition.  

Administrative Report
Ms. Rountree stated that the County Planner position was advertised in a variety of places.  We have received ten applications at this time and will be discussing the interview process today.  

Mr. Brothers stated that since we are on the topic of the County Planner we will go ahead and discuss who will sit in on the interviews.

Ms. Felton explained that Mr. Brothers has a lot of experience on the Planning Board and as Chairman she feels that Mr. Brothers would be best to sit in on the interview.  Ms. Hobbs stated that she would like to see Mr. Brothers on the interview panel as well but also feels that it would be a good idea to select a backup in case Mr. Brothers has a schedule conflict.

Ms. Rountree explained who would be conducting the interview and that a member of the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment will be sitting in on the interview to observe and provide comments to the committee.  None of the candidates that have applied are from Gates County, therefore we will not set the interview dates and schedule until after it is decided who will be interviewing.

Ms. Hobbs made a motion to authorize Chairman Chuck Brothers to sit in on the County Planner interviews and to select an alternate if needed.  Mr. Askew seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously.  

Mr. Brothers asked if the mobile homes listed in the inspectors report are being placed on property that previously had a mobile home or are they being placed on new land.  Ms. Rountree stated that she is not sure and will check with the inspector.  

Mr. Carter asked if a mobile home is over a certain age can it still be moved and placed on a property.  Ms. Rountree stated that she has not been able to find anything in the ordinance that would prohibit mobile homes of a certain age.  Mr. Brothers asked how we go about clarifying that the two mobile homes meet all the conditions set forth in our ordinance.  Ms. Rountree asked if the Board would like see more clarity on the report.  Mr. Brothers stated that he would like a little clarity to make sure that items are not slipping through the cracks.  

Old Business
None

New Business:
Ms. Rountree presented the Zoning & Subdivision Ordinance Request for Proposals.  Ms. Rountree stated that after meeting with Chuck and Brenda she found out that it is really the desire of the Planning Board to include the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance.   The proposal is to ask for a consultant to come in and go through all of the minutes from 2010 to present day and update the ordinance with any items approved by the Commissioners.  The consultant will also be asked to make recommendations on other improvements that need to be made to either or both of the ordinances.  The dates and timeline in the proposals will be updated once we are ready to send out to various companies.  

The Board discussed the process of which minutes should be taken and recorded.  The Board was brought up to date on the current minute books.  The Chairman stated that he would like to see the Chairman review and sign the approved minutes before they are placed in the minute book.

Melissa Coe, Clerk, stated that the minute books are fairly up to date with the exception of the minutes from January 2013 to June 2013.  Ms. Coe feels that having the Chairman sign the approved minutes is a good idea; we can work to make the record keeping in sync with the record keeping for the Board of Commissioners.  There is also an agenda book that records all agenda packets since July of 2013, if anyone has their minutes from January to June of 2013 or their agenda packets Ms. Coe would like to get copies of those to add to the records.    

Ms. Hobbs made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign all approved minutes before minutes are placed in the minute book.  Mr. Carter seconded the motion; motion passed without opposition.

Mr. Brothers asked if the CAMA Land Use Plan should be referenced in the proposal to make sure that it is reviewed before any recommendations are made and to make sure that our ordinance follows the CAMA Plan.  Ms. Rountree stated that it can be added under scope of services.  

Ms. Felton stated that once something is taken to the Commissioners there needs to be a report presented at the next Planning Board Meeting providing an update on if it is approved.  Ms. Coe stated that it would not be an issue to insert the section of Commissioner Minutes that outline the discussion of any items that the Planning Board had recommended to the Commissioners.

Mr. Askew shared with the Board an article on the importance of clean water and stated that Gates County is in a three foot water shed.  All of our neighboring counties have been working on sewage for a while.  Gates County is ¾ surrounded by water and when you take concentrated areas and look at them you have to wonder wear all of this sewage is going, it’s going to slowly be getting into the creeks and then the river.  Although it is going to costs a lot it is going to costs more in the future to correct issues.  Mr. Askew stated that he would like to see more individuals including the Board of Commissioners and the Gatesville Town Council take courses on water quality.  Mr. Askew stated that when you have an opportunity to get grant money we need to take advantage of it.  We all know what needs to be done and we need to step forward and help to make sure that it gets done for our future generations.      

Chairman Brothers stated that he would like to see an annual agenda set to establish goals and objectives for the Board to move toward.  

Mr. Askew stated that he would like to see the Planning Board and the Board of Commissioners have a joint meeting.  Ms. Rountree stated that we could look at a joint meeting in January which would give the new planner time to adjust.

Old Business:
None

Citizen Comments:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jake Overman, stated that he is with the Boy Scouts and is working to get his Communications Badge and his Eagle Scout recognition.  He stated that he was attending the meeting to observe and take some notes.

Board Comments:
Chairman Brothers stated that he has met with the County Manager and discussed the issue of the continuation of Merchants Commerce and the flow of information.  The County Manager has been asked to review minutes and information to establish a timeline of events.  Ms. Rountree stated that she started with minutes in 2008 and has reviewed to 2011.

Adjournment:
Ms. Hobbs made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Carter seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously.


_____________________________________			___________________________
Charles H. Brothers Jr., Chairman			Melissa Coe, Clerk 
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