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                          Planning & Development Services
                                 
Minutes – Planning Board Meeting
Commissioners’ Meeting Room
                         March 18, 2014
                          3:00 p.m.
Members Present:		Joe Greene (Chair)
		Chuck Brothers 
		Ray Freeman 
		John Carter, II 
		Wade Askew
		Brenda Felton
		
Members Absent:		Phyllis Hobbs

Call to Order
Chairman Greene led in prayer, the pledge of allegiance and called the meeting to order.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Brothers made a motion to approve the February 17, 2014 minutes.  Mr. Freeman seconded the motion, motion passed without opposition. 

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Freeman made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Mr. Askew seconded motion, motion carried without opposition.  

Administrative Report
Mr. Windley provided an administrative report and update to the Board.  

Mrs. Felton asked about the discrepancy in numbers on each page.  Mr. Windley stated that the first page is closed out files and the second page is permits that have been issued.  

Mr. Brothers asked how we can go about tracking if a mobile home is going where a mobile home is allowed to go.  Mr. Windley stated the department will check on the zoning before a permit is issued.  Mr. Windley also stated that the county manager has been trying to be planner which is a big task and doesn’t work well.  The Board of Commissioners has approved a planner salary in the next budget and is working on the job description.

Mr. Brothers stated that an outline of prerequisite items that need to be completed should be available for citizens to receive.  Mr. Windley stated that it is important for the planner to attend surveyor’s association meetings and to get to know and work well with the surveyors in the county.  Mr. Carter stated that we have an issue with the surveyors that come down from Virginia.  Mr. Brothers explained that a lot of times it comes down to interpretation and being consistent with interpretation is important.  

The Board discussed the qualities and qualifications that they would like to see in a planner.  


Old Business
Chairman Greene informed the Board that a recommendation on the zoning for the Rountree property and the neighboring properties needs to be formed at today’s meeting so that the recommendation can go to the Board of Commissioners. 

Mr. Freeman stated that the Board is now bringing the item up for a second time and there has only been one citizen to express any concern.

Mr. Brothers explained that he has spoken with residents and the citizen that expressed concern over a ditch was misinterpreted about a year ago.  Mr. Rountree has spoken with the residents and clarified that land purchase would only be to square up his property.

Mr. Brothers stated that he would recommend the Planning Board to make the recommendation to the Commissioners to rezone all ten parcels that were in question to solve the situation.

Ms. Felton asked if the other neighbors have completed an application.

Mr. Carter stated that unless the others are going to pay the zoning fee why should they get their property get rezoned.   Mr. Windley explained that if you are doing a force zoning you can’t require residents to pay.  

Mr. Brothers stated the public hearing will need to be properly noticed before the commissioners conduct the Public Hearing.  

Mr. Windley stated that you are trying to avoid a spot zoning issue by zoning a cluster and in the recommendation the Planning Board could request that the fee be refunded.

Mr. Brothers read Mr. Rountree’s request to the Board. 

Mr. Carter stated that we need to be consistent and if everyone is going to be fair then Mr. Rountree should be refunded.  

Mrs. Felton stated that she does not want to recommend to the Board that the fee be refunded because we have held strong to making the fee.  It cost the county a lot of money to have the meetings, place the advertisement, post signs, and send letters.  

Mr. Askew stated that it’s not a clear situation and there isn’t a perfect answer. 

Mr. Brothers stated that the recommendation will go before the Commissioners and proper advertisement will take place at that time.  

Mr. Askew asked what the Board thinks about making the recommendation and asking the Commissioners to consider the refund.

The Board discussed having two motions, one concerning the rezoning and one concerning the fee.

Mr. Carter recused himself from the vote.

Mr. Brothers made a motion to excuse Mr. Carter from the vote.  Mr. Askew seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Freeman made a motion to recommend to the Board of Commissioners to rezone parcels 07-00441, 10-03109, 10-03083, 10-03084, 07-00745, 10-03108, 10-02864, 07-00802, 10-03107, 10-02782 from A-1 to RMH-1.  Mr. Askew seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.

The Board decided that asking for a consideration of the fee to be refunded would be opening up a box of worms.  The Board explained that regardless of who makes the request someone has to have the burden of the expense. 

Mr. Windley provided the Board with the information that was discussed at the Comprehensive Transportation Plan Committee meeting.  The Board was reminded that CTP meetings occur the second Tuesday of each month at 1pm.

The Board discussed issues that DOT is in the process of making decisions on.
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New Business:
None

Citizen Comments:
None

Adjournment:
Mr. Brothers made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Carter seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously.  
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